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Our mission:
Working together to eliminate hepatitis B and C in the United States

Our vision:
A healthier world without hepatitis B and C.

Policy Department Priority Initiatives
NVHR advocates at the federal and state levels for increased access to hepatitis B and C prevention, testing,
treatment, and care. Our priority public policy initiatives include:
•

Lift all restrictions on access to HCV treatment in the criminal justice system, including developing policy
solutions to address the high cost of treatment in state prisons.

•

Expand access to syringe service programs, to link people who use drugs with HBV/HCV screening/testing
and treatment.

•

Increased funding for CDC/DVH to coordinate with community groups on the ground to implement
screening and prevention programs, and conduct surveillance efforts via the Viral Hepatitis Prevention
Coordinator Program.

• Protect Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act and urge states to expand Medicaid where needed.
•

More information about NVHR’s Policy department: www.nvhr.org/policy

State Medicaid Access to HCV Cures
NVHR partnered with the Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation of Harvard Law School (CHLPI) to create the
first-ever comprehensive assessment of state Medicaid restrictions on hepatitis C cures.
•

•

•

Hepatitis C: State of Medicaid Access, which grades all 50 state Medicaid programs, as well as the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico according to access to curative treatments for hepatitis C, is the culmination of nearly two years of
research, including:
✓ Fee-For-Service (FFS) and Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) access restrictions around liver damage, sobriety,
and prescriber requirements
✓ Surveys of Medicaid Directors, audit of Medicaid websites, and an in-depth review of prior authorization forms
The interactive report is available at www.stateofhepC.org featuring all 52 state-by-state report cards, advocacy
resources and materials, and a petition urging widespread access to a cure.

Since we launched the report, 16 states have announced less restrictive HCV treatment policies.

Program Department Overview
• Capacity-Building & Technical Assistance
✓ Support for groups conducting screening in community-based settings
✓ Templates and support for implementing routine screening

•

Webinars, Fact Sheets & Online Resources

•

Working Groups for HCV Treaters & Pharmacists

•

Hepatitis C – it’s about More than Liver Disease

•

Community Stakeholder Engagement in PCORI Studies

•

Mini-Grants
✓ Technical assistance and $10K of financial support

More than Tested, Cured
A Novel Project to Meaningfully Engage Drug Users in HCV Work
• Key Accomplishments in Year One:
– Engaging individuals who use drugs in defining the solution
– Developing and disseminating culturally appropriate HCV education materials
– Expanding Access to HCV Services for Individuals Who Use Drugs:
• Expanding Services available at Syringe Exchange Sites
• Reducing Stigma and Barriers for Specialists to Treat Active Users
– Strengthening the National Network

